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Dalell Mohamed Palestinian Relief will not present- participant Kinder USA

Yolonda Bluehorse

Yolanda Bluehorse is a co-founder of Sisterhood of Turtle Island, 
and a Lakota Water Protecter for Standing Rock, she organized 
and spoke out against the "head of the Snake" Energy Transfers 
Corporate Headquarters located in Dallas Texas, the oil pipeline 
company responsible for the environmental injustices at Standing 
Rock in South Dakota. She is part of the "Not my Mascot" 
campaign and the Red Shirt campaign on Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women on the Southern Border in Texas. She was 
awared Justice Seeker of the year in 2017, for her Environmental 
Justice work on behalf of indigenous peoples at Standing Rock. the 
American Indian Movement of Central Texas Native American 
Human Rights & Environmental Issues  "Standing Rock has 
brought much-needed attention to indigenous history, indigenous 
historians, and issues facing native communities. Estes, for 
example, has been researching river and water developments 
along the Missouri River for over a decade. "

Missing and 
Murdered 

Indigenous 
Women and 

Human Trafficking  

June 20th- Keynote speaker Sisterhood of Turtle 
Island

Valley Reed

Valley Reed - is from Dallas, Texas, and a seasoned community 
activist and event organizer, over the past 17 years, on issues 
focusing on Women’s Human Rights, Environmental Justice, Social 
Justice and Peace. She is a Non-profit Consultant for progressive 
organizations aligned with her values, and currently works with the 
Kolo: Women’s Cross Cultural Collaboration, where she has 
helped organize several International Women’s Summits, including 
one in Dallas, Tx. in 2015, when she brought together women 
leaders from Bosnia, Kenya, Uganda, and Afghanistan, to speak at 
the 1st Kolo International Women’s Summit at the SMU Embrey 
Human Rights Program. In 2015, she was honored as Peacemaker 
of the year, for her efforts on behalf of women, award by the Dallas 
Peace and Justice Center. She is the owner of Chrysalis Healing 
Arts, through which she offers dream groups, workshops, Women’s 
groups and Women’s Weekend Retreats. As a member of the 
International Association for the Study of Dreams, she often 
presents lectures, workshops and panel presentations at many of 
their International Dream Conferences. www.chrysalishealingarts.
org

Dreaming with the 
Stories held in the 

Land

This workshop explores how dreaming with the stories of the land, known 
as the speaking land, can help us become present with stories of trauma 
held in the land. Dreams can provide a pathway of bringing forth stories 
and powerful wisdom traditions, which were pushed underground and 
disappeared by colonizing forces of killing and gynocide. In this 
workshop, we explore through dream sharing and a conscious group 
dream journey, guided by the drum, our collective stories held in the 
land, for transgenerational healing and collective soul recovery of 
women’s wisdom traditions. We also bring forth how the land is present 
for our own stories of trauma held in the body, and can help us heal, 
when surrounded by the beauty of nature, and life giving presence of 
moist mother earth. The transpersonal nature of dreams, allows us to 
connect and hold each other’s stories, and to perhaps recover what has 
been lost collectively to heal our collective stories.

The Kolo: Women's 
Cross Cultural 
Collaboartion

Dr. Danica Anderson 

Dr. Danica Borkovich Anderson founded and directed The Kolo: 
Women’s Cross Cultural Collaboration (The Kolo: WCCC) focusing 
on intersecting women’s collaboration, representation, and 
advocacy for social justice to halt violence against women 
internationally and nationally. The Kolo: WCCC promotes and 
provides women’s trauma counseling, treatment, and “train the 
trainer,” preparing lay persons to facilitate the ongoing work. The 
Kolo: WCCC presents a feminist perspective coupled with cross 
cultural practices that enables women in war torn regions, such as 
Africa (Sub-Sahara), Afghanistan, Bosnia, Indi,a and Sri Lanka to 
become self-sustainable in their communities.

Sensorimotor & 
Neurobiology of 
Movement- the 
Mesolithic Kolo 

June 20th  This breakout session will include sensorimotor cultural 
movement activities, namely the Mesolithic South Slavic Kolo-round folk 
dance and circle oral memory traditions (ritual science) which has 
epigenetic influences, encoded and evolved through thousands of 
generations. In over eighteen years of trauma healing and research with 
the South Slavic women life experiences on the front-lines, the kolo has 
been found to be a neurobiological social collective healing women’s 
trauma issues.   Movement matters and the South Slavic oral memory 
tradition of the Kolo heals the intergenerational trauma from a century of 
Wars.   (Sensorimotor integration is defined as the capability of the 
central nervous system to integrate different sources of stimuli, and 
parallelly, to transform such inputs in motor actions)

The Kolo: Women's 
Cross Cultural 
Collaboartion 
danica@kolocollabor
ation.org
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Susana Koric

President of Kolo Sumejia Novi Travnik, BiH, has worked closely 
with Dr. Danica Anderson, the Kolo:Women's Cross Cultural 
Collaboration on trauma healing practices.   She is a certified Kolo 
Informed Trauma Practioneer and has organized many 
conferences with the Kolo:WCCC and meeting in BiH to Serbia. 

President of Kolo 
Sumejia Novi 

Travnik
June 20th

Kolo Sumejja Novi 
Travnik, BiH 
danica@kolocollabor
ation.org

Elina Viitasaari Elina Viitasaari, I am a UN Representative / Gender Focal Point at 
Center for Global Nonkilling (CGNK UN Gender/FInland 

June 20th  Keynote-For a long time it was assumed that sexual violence 
is an inevitable and unfortunate part of conflicts and war, and that it 
happens without any systematic plan or action. Nowadays it has been 
noticed that sexual violence during the conflicts is not only a “co-
incidence,” but one strategy or tactic of a war and could thus be 
prevented. Specifically, the mass rapes during the conflicts in Rwanda 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina brought the issue of sexual violence in conflicts 
into a public attention. In addition, the conflict in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) has brought much policy and media attention into the 
exact role, that sexual violence play in conflicts.

emviitasaari@gmail.
com

Sarah Juran Mentoring sjuran@hawaii.edu

Michelle Graham

Michelle Graham has specialized in workforce development 
programs for over 15 years, serving a diverse population of job 
seeker clientele, which ranges from refugees, transitioning military, 
high-potential youth, individuals with disabilities, prison inmates, 
and laid-off workers, to top executives of Fortune 500 companies.

Lifting the Veil
Feminism in Saudi 

Arabia  - Bio 

Preconference Panel June 19th-This presentation explores the 
challenges Saudi women face in the labor force, as well as celebrates 
their achievements, conveyed through the experiences and observations 
of an American woman who has lived and worked under Sharia Law in 
Saudi Arabia.  

Between 2013 and 2017, the number of Saudi women working in the 
private sector increased by 130%, and currently women represent over 
30% of the total Saudi workforce--up from 12% in 2011.  As more women 
enter the Saudi workforce and contribute to the economy in a tangible 
way that the patriarchal system finally recognizes, reforms are gradually 
taking hold.  

In 2016, Prince Mohammad bin Salman unveiled Saudi Arabia’s Vision 
2030, a broad-sweeping initiative to reduce the country’s dependence on 
petroleum by diversifying its economy.  Supporting women’s employment 
has specifically been identified as one of the three key areas of desired 
growth and development in Vision 2030.

Under the internal pressure of Saudi Arabia’s need to boost its economy, 
and external pressure from the Western world’s increased concerns 
about this country’s problematic human rights record, Saudi society has 
been compelled to accommodate women in ways that it never has 
before.  Examples include women being granted the right to vote and run 
for public office for the first time ever in the 2015 elections and in 2018 
being permitted to drive.  However, in spite of these positive 
developments, there still is a long way to go for women in Saudi Arabia 
to truly realize their full potential, both in the workplace and in society.
re-Conference 19th- 3:30 Panel

graham_chelle@yah
oo.com

Christina Beard 
Moosely

Dr. Christina Beard Moosely has served as Cherry Hill Seminary 
faculty in the department since 2013. She h olds her Ph.D. in 
Feminist Anthropology from the University of Iowa. She currently 
serves as Associate Professor of Anthropology at the largest 
community college in the State University of New York [SUNY] 
system, Suffolk County Community College [SCCC]. Beard-
Moose's dissertation fieldwork was in the Southeastern United 
States with the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians during the late 
1990s. Recent studies address the question of tourism as 
pilgrimage and the cultural phenomenon of Goddess-centered 
spirituality. Among her research expertise and interests are 
Cultural Anthropology; Cultural and Eco-Tourism; Women's 
Spirituality Movement; Anthropology of Religion; Thealogy; 
Qualitative Ethnographic Field Methods; Anthropological Theory: 
History of Feminist Anthropology and History of American 
Anthropology; Identity & Performative expressions of identity; 
American Indians - from peopling of the Americas to contemporary 
issues, with a specialty in tribes of the Southeastern U.S. 

Prehistoric Mothers 

Pre-Conference June 19th-  1:15 panel Wherever I have traveled to 
conduct my studies on women’s identity, with the Cherokee Indians, in 
Glastonbury, Somerset, UK, or in private groups around the country, one 
piece is palpable. That is: Women want peace and equality. This 
presentation will discuss an ultimate goal to revive Matrilineal 
Egalitarianism as a working world system in place of Patrilineal/ 
Patriarchal oppression and a return to Peace and Equality. We will 
discuss the ways and means of beginning/extending this project into the 
larger world. One of the ways that this need and want is expressed is in 
song and dance. Especially the circle dance. As an ending to this 
session, I will lead all peoples in attendance in a spiral dance to raise 
energy toward this end.
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Leslene di Madre Mothers' Grief 
work 

Pre-Conference June 19th-  3:30 Panel-A sharing of personal experience 
of midwifing death from a female perspective including discussion of 
ancestral wisdom that has been buried in patriarchal overlay.  The 
goddess wisdom from Slavic traditions will be invoked to guide us in the 
moment.  There will be an offering to the women present to share in each 
other’s grief with a simple ritual.  A powerpoint may be included.

Dr. Patricia Torres

PATRICIA ELIZABETH TORRES VILLANUEVA
Fundadora   INSTITUTO DE  INVESTIGACION 
ANTROPOLOGICA INTERDISCIPLINARIA, A.C.  
HUEI TLAHTOLLI, Colima Mexico     DRA PATRICIA ELIZABETH 
TORRES VILLANUEVA. Anthropologist, Psychoanalyst, 
Researcher 
on the therapeutic use of Dance. (Jalisco Prize). Director of the 
Huei Tlahtolli Institute of Interdisciplinary Anthropological Research 
AC 
The ritual of dance in Mexican indigenous culture and its healing 
importance through movements, rhythms and vibrations. The 
secrets of this ancient art presented by a specialist and preserver 
of indigenous Mexican dance authentic. 

Trauma Healing 
through 

Neurodancing -  
UNESCO 

registered Mexican 
Traditional 

Dances-

June 20th- Keynote and with Dr. Danica Anderson- UNESCO registered, 
Dr. Torres research and work on the neruolanguage of dance is informed 
bya worldview that sees the separation from the natural world and how 
our bodies are aligned with our neurbological systems when we are not 
contradicting ourselves  by living outside of nature and not performing 
the natural movement found in dance.

tezcaxx1@yahoo.
com

Allison O'Reilley
 I am a journalist, documentary maker, author and activist for 
children's rights. I am also a lone natural, adoptive and foster 
mother and I live in Dublin, Ireland.

International 
Narratives- Ireland 

Taum Babies

Pre-Conference June 19th 1:15 Panel-  In 2014, I broke the story of the 
Tuam Babies burial scandal, which revealed that 796 children died in a 
religious run institution for unmarried mothers. The children were buried 
in a cesspit where they remain today.  The home operated from 1925 to 
1961. In inspection reports uncovered a few years ago, it showed how 
children were 'emaciated, pot bellied and neglected'. These children were 
in the care of the state, the nuns were receiving money to care for them - 
yet they died in their hundreds.

This story of the Tuam Babies, made international headlines and I was 
commended in the Irish parliament for my investigative journalism. I am 
the first Irish journalist to receive an honorary patronage from Trinity 
College and I continued to write about this story.

Danna Miller Pyke Artist, social worker, teacher and life long activist in the areas of 
noviolence and racial justice

Loss of Child 
Police Brutality Pre-Conference June 19th - 3:30 Panel   Danna Miller Pyke
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Mary Lou Jelinek

LMHC; President and Co-Founder Mindful Leadership Strategies. 
Mary Lou is a psychotherapist in Private Practice in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire. She has been in practice for 15 years 
specializing in the healing of women and children’s trauma as well 
as applying mindfulness techniques in the healing and 
management of anxiety, depression and trauma symptoms.  She is 
also the president and co-founder of Mindful Leadership Strategies, 
a company that offers training and consulting to organizations 
looking to bring mindfulness into the workplace.  Mary Lou worked 
with Danica in 2002 at the Annual Female Human Rights 
Conference, Peaceful Dimensions Against Gender Violence. Mary 
Lou worked as an adjunct professor at the University of New 
Hampshire and Granite State College, where she taught the course 
Race, Class, Gender and Families. 

Mindfulness Based 
Trauma Healing 

This workshop will guide participants through an understanding of what 
happens in the mind and body when a traumatic event(s) occurs. 
Participants will gain insight into core messages that become internalized 
after experiencing a traumatic event, recurring trauma, and/or as a result 
of multi-generational trauma. This workshop will introduce participants to 
mindfulness strategies that can reduce the suffering caused by traumatic 
experiences. Mindfulness is scientifically proven to reduce the suffering 
of anxiety symptoms caused by experiencing trauma. This workshop 
uses experiential exercises and offers psycho-educational information on 
how the body and mind hold onto our history

Rita Shahrokhshahi

 I recently graduated with a MA in psychology with a depth 
emphasis in Jungian and archetypal
studies from Sonoma State University. My thesis explores 
transgenerational wounds passed
down through my motherline. The thesis employs a Jungian 
conceptual framework using depth
inquiry techniques of dreams, active imagination, and journal 
writing. I found that depth
techniques help strengthen cultural, personal, and collective bonds. 
In addition to my academics,
I have many years of experience in women’s spirituality and ritual 
format. I have been a practicing massage and bodywork therapist 
for over 20 years and reside in Oakland, CA.

Remembering 
Sacred Feminine 
thru Motherline

Pre-Conference June 19th 1:15 Panel    Upon losing my mother, I 
embarked on a journey to connect with my elusive roots
and used Jungian depth inquiry methods to assist in uncovering the 
wounds passed down through the generations. I found that loss triggered 
a search to know who I was. I took a pilgrimage to my small ancestral 
Croat village in Montenegro along the Dalmatian coastline to connect 
with distant relatives, land, and sea. My thesis examines an 
autoethnographical narrative that examines patriarchal wounds of my 
Slavic motherline. As second generation daughter I felt the oppression 
and lack of self worth within my maternal lineage. I embarked on a 
process to heal intergenerational wounds within a female-centered 
spiritual process to connect with the cyclical rhythms of my innate 
wisdom for healing, connection, self-growth, and
personal empowerment.

solasb@msn.com

Elena Skoko

Elena Skoko is mother activist, blues singer, social artist and 
independent researcher. She is author of several publications on 
obstetric violence and mothers' experiences of childbirth (including 
her own, described in her Memoirs of a Singing Birth). She is 
member of international research networks on maternity health 
care, gift economy and matriarchy, founder of Singing Birth 
Workshops (www.singingbirth.com) and front woman in Bluebird & 
Skoko blues band.

Birth like War

“Obstetric violence” (Venezuela, 2007) refers to the “appropriation of a 
woman’s body and reproductive processes by health staff, in the form of 
dehumanizing treatment, abusive medicalization and pathologisation of 
natural processes, involving a woman’s loss of autonomy and of the 
capacity to freely make her own decisions about her body and her 
sexuality, which has negative consequences for a woman’s quality of 
life.” The awareness about the issue escalated after the WHO statement 
on disrespect and abuse in facility-based childbirth (2014). We shall add 
to the discussion by addressing the importance of birth narratives that 
stem from two different envisioning of maternity health care: women 
envision and expect childbirth assistance to be maternal, respectful and 
loving, while hospital staff generally embrace a war-like scenario and act 
accordingly, building their image as saviors. Yet, victims cannot be 
counted (data cannot be collected) without tackling issues of professional 
pride and honor of providers. The clash of paradigms and the negative 
impact of unnecessary medicalization of birth result in unrecognized 
iatrogenic outcomes for women who cannot seek redress. In order to 
resolve the current impasse and improve maternity health care we shall 
openly address basic assumptions of medical professionals, the health 
care system and users. Research on women’s war trauma compared to 
trauma related to birth assistance might provide helpful insights. 
Practices such as circle gathering, singing and dancing shall be further 
explored as possible healing tools.
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Rev Varja Ma

Rev. Vajra Ma is the leading exponent of women’s womb 
awakening in Feminist Spirituality, based in her work with women’s 
subtle bodyknowing since the mid1980’s. She is author of From a 
Hidden Stream: The Natural Spiritual Authority of Woman and 
contributor to several anthologies including Foremothers of the 
Women's Spirituality Movement: Elders and Visionaries. Vajra Ma 
is an ordained Priestess since 1992, with ministerial credentials 
through The Temple of Diana, Inc. She is co-founder and president 
of Shakti Moon Foundation, dedicated to women as the holders of 
community and culture. She is an accomplished professional 
actress in stage, film and TV

“Restoring 
Woman’s Inner 

Life Force 
Continuum from 
Disruptions by 

Trauma and 
Misogyny”

Pre-Conference 3:30 -6:00 Panel  In individual and collective trauma 
suffered by women in war and crisis through physical, verbal, or sexual 
abuse, conventional therapies often exhibit only limited success because 
such trauma has caused a disruption of a woman’s inner life force 
continuum. Healing comes by restoring this energetic continuum. In an 
experiential lecture, Vajra Ma will describe the bodymind neural network 
that connects vagina-womb to body, brain, and voice, and how disruption 
of this network keeps trauma lodged in the bodymind. She will then 
facilitate a direct bodyknowing experience of subtle body dynamics which 
can restore the disrupted connections. Particular attention will be paid to 
the loss of voice and presence when the vagina-throat connection is 
disrupted. The specific intentions and dynamics that must be in place so 
as to restore the inner continuum without re-traumatizing, will be 
delineated and explored. Participants will leave with tools to restore a 
woman’s inner life force continuum.

Dr. Stan Steiner

Dr. Stan Steiner, has taught and worked in a refugee community 
for the past 25 years. Throughout his career he has focused his 
research on applying multicultural literature across the curriculum 
in schools, libraries and the community to raise social 
consciousness about refugees and other issues related to human 
conditions. He has published 5 books and over 80 articles 
throughout his career and presented his work on an international 
level. He can be contacted at stansteiner@boisestate.edu. 

Using Children's 
Literature to Raise 

Awareness on 
Refugees

This session/workshop will share ways to use children's literature and 
storytelling to help raise awareness to the plight of refugees. Presenters 
will share personal experiences and strategies for attendees to use 
stories as a form of understanding and healing. An annotated 
bibliography of children's literature will be shared as well. Intended 
audience: Educators, Social Workers, Psychologists, Parents, Child Care 
Providers, Refugee Agencies, etc.

Professor Emeritus, 
Boise State 
University

Joy Steiner

Joy Steiner, MA works at the Children's Learning Center, Jackson, 
WY. USA. Joy teaches young English language learners, children 
of immigrant families, in a preschool classroom. She uses books, 
storytelling, music and compassion to prepare her students for 
success in life. Joy is an accomplished storyteller, author, musician 
and educator who has shared her passion for stories across the 
United States and internationally. She can be contacted via 
joytales@earthlink.net.

Using Children's 
Literature to Raise 

Awareness on 
Refugees

This session/workshop will share ways to use children's literature and 
storytelling to help raise awareness to the plight of refugees. Presenters 
will share personal experiences and strategies for attendees to use 
stories as a form of understanding and healing. An annotated 
bibliography of children's literature will be shared as well. Intended 
audience: Educators, Social Workers, Psychologists, Parents, Child Care 
Providers, Refugee Agencies, etc.

Children's Learning 
Center, Jackson, 
WY, USA 
joytales@earthlink.
net

Dr. Belma Sadiković

Dr. Belma Sadikovic is an assistant professor of Curriculum & 
Instruction at Minnesota State University Moorhead, USA. Dr. 
Sadikovic teaches graduate courses in the School of Teaching and 
Learning. Her research focuses on the educational, socio-
economic, and trans-cultural impact of refugee populations in the 
United States, as well as refugee female voices authoring as a 
form of equity and social power. Dr. Sadikovic has been a board 
member of the Bosnian American Genocide Insitute and Education 
Center (BAGI) since 2015. Dr. Belma Sadikovic can be contacted 
via belma.sadikovic@mnstate.edu

Using Children's 
Literature to Raise 

Awareness on 
Refugees

This session/workshop will share ways to use children's literature and 
storytelling to help raise awareness to the plight of refugees. Presenters 
will share personal experiences and strategies for attendees to use 
stories as a form of understanding and healing. An annotated 
bibliography of children's literature will be shared as well. Intended 
audience: Educators, Social Workers, Psychologists, Parents, Child Care 
Providers, Refugee Agencies, etc.

Assistant Professor, 
Minnesota State 
University 
Moorhead; BAGI 
board member 
belma.
sadikovic@mnstate.
edu

Una Čapelj

Una Čapelj was born in Sarajevo on December the 5th 1998. She 
has lived her entire life in Sarajevo, where she finished an 
economics high school and is currently getting her undergraduate 
degree in Business and Management. Una has spent most of her 
life in a single parent household, with her older brother. She has 
always been an excellent student, because of which she has taken 
part in many academic competitions throughout the years. 
Currently, she is dedicating her time to volunteering and acting as 
a voice for those who cannot do it for themselves.

What it means to 
be a woman in the 

Balkans

Why are characteristics of overachieving, being driven, outspoken, 
eloquent, and a leader seen as bossy, rude, and showing off one’s 
intelligence in women; however, in men those qualities are attractive, 
assertive and necessary for further career advancement. Why are men 
who chose to take on the role of caregiver seen as unworthy and “not-a-
real-man” if their wife can make more money and has access to better 
benefits?

University student - 
School of Science 
and Technology, 
Sarajevo BiH 
unachapelj@hotmail
.com
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Dr. Refik Sadiković

Dr. Refik Sadiković is a professor in the College of Education and 
Ethics and Diversity at Boise State University where he has been a 
faculty member since 2013. His research interest is in the area of 
multicultural education, forced migration, Social Justice, Human 
Rights, Ethics and Diversity. Dr. Sadiković has contributed 
extensively to the campus community by sharing his unique 
perspective to help advance diversity and inclusion, and helped the 
campus learn more about diverse communities. He currently 
serves on Boise State’s Cultural and Ethnic Diversity Board, 
Refugee Collaboration Team and the Steering Committee for the 
Neighbors United, City of Boise among others. He completed his 
doctoral degree in Education, Curriculum and Instruction at Boise 
State University. Besides teaching, refik’s work relates to 
technology, computer-hardware, software and web design, which 
closely relates to his earlier engineering job at Micron Technology.

Using Children's 
Literature to Raise 

Awareness on 
Refugees

This session/workshop will share ways to use children's literature and 
storytelling to help raise awareness to the plight of refugees. Presenters 
will share personal experiences and strategies for attendees to use 
stories as a form of understanding and healing. An annotated 
bibliography of children's literature will be shared as well. Intended 
audience: Educators, Social Workers, Psychologists, Parents, Child Care 
Providers, Refugee Agencies, etc.

Professor at Boise 
State University 
refiksadikovic@bois
estate.edu

Vedrana Frašto

Vedrana Frašto is a feminist activist that dedicated her professional 
life towards the protection of the women’s human rights in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. In 2009. Vedrana joined CURE Foundation as a 
PR working in the field of protection and promotion of women’s 
rights and empowering young women feminists. She is active in all 
lobbying and advocacy processes for the improvement of legal 
framework in the context of women's rights. Also, Vedrana is 
working in order to improve capacities of youth on protecting their 
rights, as well as in empowering young women to act as agents of 
positive social change.

Women voices in 
post conflict era

CURE Foundation is a feminist, antimilitarist and antifascist organization 
that is primarily identified and opted as a feminist organization, accepting 
the multiplicity of feminisms and all the issues of importance for the 
further development of gender equality in the society and considering it 
as a motor of change that contributes to a stronger development of the 
women's movement in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Another important part 
of the CURE Foundation's identity is to instill inclusion, an inclusive 
approach that involves a focus on additional multiple marginalized 
groups of women. I will present work and experience of CURE 
Foundation in peace processes such us Women’s Court and Peace with 
women face. Women’s Court is a space for women’s voices and women’
s testimonies about the daily injustices suffered during the war and now, 
in peace; At Women’s Courts, women testify about the violence in the 
private and public spheres.

Fondacija CURE 
Vedrana@fondacijac
ure.org

Marina Jelatović

Marina Jelatovic holds a Masters' degree in Southeastern 
European studies and has a multidisciplinary background in social 
sciences. She has experience in project management and 
advocacy.  Her love for the Balkans and her personal story led her 
to found OR (Organization for Reconciliation). It advocates for the 
deconstruction of cultural patterns which are perpetuating society 
traumas including rejection of others, violence, and hatred.  She is 
convinced that true reconciliation can only emerge through 
empowered individuals, at peace with themselves.  For this reason, 
she focuses her projects on healing from trauma and offering 
possibilities for personal growth. She is particularly invested in the 
topic of psychological abuse as a victim herself.

Psychological 
Abuse and 

Healing, narratives 
of survivors

The occurrence of psychological abuse is often overlooked in gender-
based violence found in intimate partner relationships. Although The 
Serbian Gender equality Directorate describes psychological and 
emotional violence as the heaviest form of abuse towards victims, it is 
not criminalized or given the proper amount of attention that it deserves 
from society. The Balkans presents alarming statistics which show that 
50% of women are victims of abuse. Psychological coercion has a 
tendency to become integrated into cultural patterns and thereafter it 
becomes justified as a part of romantic love. It can be difficult for victims 
to prove psychological violence because it is not easy to detect and the 
damage it leaves behind is not physical. This combined with the 
manipulation of the abuser the victim cannot identify the abusive pattern 
which they are in. By the time it becomes recognized the situation usually 
has reached unbearable psychological proportions and/or has physical 
health consequences. This paper aims to provide information on how to 
recognize signs of psychological abuse in an intimate partner relationship 
and tools on how to heal from it. The first part will discuss the patterns 
and stages of abuse. For example, some may find themselves able to 
break away from the abuse through separation while others may 
continue to face harassment even afterwards. The second part will focus 
on the pathway to healing and reclaiming your mind your feelings as well 
as your body. This paper is not meant to be a scientific analysis but 
rather a narrative of survivors such as myself.
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Megan McCullough

The Absence of 
the Mother: 

Maternal 
Abandonment, 

Post-Soviet trauma 
and the Search for 

Identity in Kira 
Muratova’s Ofeliia 

(1997)

Drawing upon Julia Kristeva’s notion of the Abject, as well as Vamik 
Volkan’s theory of chosen trauma, the following proposal seeks to 
explore the role of art, specifically Ukrainian director Kira Muratova’s 
Ofeliia (1997), in processing and coming to terms with post-Soviet 
trauma. As a “dramatic case of sudden state disintegration,” the fall of the 
Soviet Union resulted in a collapsing of borders that rendered its citizens 
not only stateless, but resulted in a state of disorientation-[1] “lost in [the] 
stage of surviving the ‘shock.’”[2]

mmccullough@miis.
edu

Dr. Sanja Garic  Chair- 
Nonkillng Psychology 
June 21,2019

Sanja Garic-Komnenic holds a PhD in Film and Theater Semiotics 
and teaches Film, Media, Rhetoric, and Academic Writing at British 
Columbia Institute of Technology in Vancouver, Canada. The 
topics of her publications and presentations are film and theatre 
semiotics and war and post-war films from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Sanja has written several feature-length screenplays 
and has written and directed the puppet-play for children “Silver 
Branch” produced by Flexible Theatre in Vancouver, in 2005. She 
translated two books into English, Footprints: Poetry and Threads 
of Poetical Impression (2008 Trafford Publishing, Ed. George 
Payerle) and the novel Chernovs’ Toil and Peace (2010 Publish 
America. Baltimore, Ed. George Payerle). She is a regular 
contributor to The Pacific Rim Review of Books and is a member of 
the NECS – European Network for Cinema and Media Studies.

Healing the 
Trauma by 

Recovering the 
Memories

The presentation focuses on remembering the war through film. A 
selection of clips from the films made during and after the war in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina will be presented and analyzed in the context of healing 
the trauma by recovering memories and by narrativizing individual 
experiences to save the memories from the forces of forgetting. The 
presentation aims to demonstrate that film has acted as a powerful 
vehicle in the process of collective healing through liberating repressed 
emotions and providing the place of mourning.

Professor at British 
Columbia Institute of 
Technology - Liberal 
Studies 
Sanja_Garic-
Komnenic@bcit.ca

Giada Giuntoli

After having graduated in Literature at the University of Trieste, the 
candidate continued her academic path, pursuing a master’s 
degree in Italian studies at the University of Udine. During the 
university years she developed her interest in gender studies and 
decided to dedicate her master’s degree final dissertation to this 
topic. She is willing to deepen her knowledge in this field by 
starting a PhD programme soon

The Female Voices 
of the Yugoslav 

Wars

This paper proposes an analysis of the women’s testimonies of the 
Yugoslav wars, gathered by the movement of the Women in Black – 
Belgrade. There are two main aims: to research the commitment of WiB 
to collect the female testimonies of war and to reflect on the usefulness 
of the female narration of the conflict.  Regarding the first question, the 
goal is to extrapolate, through the study of the theoretical texts of WiB, 
the reasons they wanted to gather female war testimonies.  The second 
part is an analysis of the testimonies based on three sources edited by 
WiB. One analytical perspective is particularly relevant: it concerns the 
delicate theme of war rapes.  The research points out that the 
testimonies of mass rape help fill some knowledge gaps on the issue. 
Secondly, an argument is put forward on the effectiveness of the 
narrative  exposition of violence as an aid to overcoming trauma.

Danica Anderson 

Dr. Danica Anderson, founder and CEO of the Kolo:Women's 
Cross Cultural Collaboration has been working with the Novi 
Travnik & Travnik Bosnian Muslim War Crimes and War Survivors 
for 18 years.  Her books  Blood & Honey Icons: Biosemiotic & 
Bioculinary  and Blood & Honey: the Secret Herstory of Women are 
accounts from the Bosnian Muslim War Crimes and War Survivors.  
She is a social scientist and a forensic trauma expert and attached 
to the International Criminal Court in the Hague, as a psycho-social 
victims gender expert.   Dr. Anderson has been in the conflict and 
war zones across the globe; Afghanistan, BIH, Haiti, India, Sub-
Sahara Africa to Sri Lanka.   When asked why she does her work 
in trauma and war crimes she recounts that her mother was 
interned in Jasenovac concentration camp WWII and was in the 
Ustashi pogrom  Gradiska kids and parents that sent many children 
and their mothers to their death. 

Trauma Healing 
Practices of 

Bosnian Women 
War Crimes and 
War Survivors

What I learned from the Ahmica-Vitez Bosnian Muslim Women War 
Crimes and War Survivors I learned invaluable trauma healing practices 
from the Bosnian Muslim Women War Crimes and War Survivors. My 
experiences at the knees of the grandmothers and mothers spoke of the 
world is flesh- which defines biosemiotics; an account of culture that 
affirms the interaction of similiarity and difference arise from the inter-
relationships of life. More importantly, the war crimes and war survivors 
provided an articluation of the difference between 'others' is in the end 
within the order of the same- what is similiar. For example, a Croatian 
grandmother recounts how both her sons died in the Balkan War and 
after seeing the newscast about Srebrenica she realized, we are all 
grandmothers, mothers, daughters who experienced loss of loved ones. 
It is not about the labels of Bosnijak, Croat, or Serb.
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Mary Lou Jelinek

LMHC; President and Co-Founder Mindful Leadership Strategies. 
Mary Lou is a psychotherapist in Private Practice in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire. She has been in practice for 15 years 
specializing in the healing of women and children’s trauma as well 
as applying mindfulness techniques in the healing and 
management of anxiety, depression and trauma symptoms.  She is 
also the president and co-founder of Mindful Leadership Strategies, 
a company that offers training and consulting to organizations 
looking to bring mindfulness into the workplace.  Mary Lou worked 
with Danica in 2002 at the Annual Female Human Rights 
Conference, Peaceful Dimensions Against Gender Violence. Mary 
Lou worked as an adjunct professor at the University of New 
Hampshire and Granite State College, where she taught the course 
Race, Class, Gender and Families. 

Mindfulness Based 
Trauma Healing 

This workshop will guide participants through an understanding of what 
happens in the mind and body when a traumatic event(s) occurs. 
Participants will gain insight into core messages that become internalized 
after experiencing a traumatic event, recurring trauma, and/or as a result 
of multi-generational trauma. This workshop will introduce participants to 
mindfulness strategies that can reduce the suffering caused by traumatic 
experiences. Mindfulness is scientifically proven to reduce the suffering 
of anxiety symptoms caused by experiencing trauma. This workshop 
uses experiential exercises and offers psycho-educational information on 
how the body and mind hold onto our history

Ghada Muktad Activist Syrian Civil Coalition ,Building Peace Committee. Texas , 
Dallas, USA

Diaspora- Syrian 
family in the USA

Diaspora- Syrian Family in the USA   my experience as an example of a 
Syrian family who entered the United States in 2012 since I believe that I 
came here with three Syrian talented student they are not terrorists! They 
don’t need to go through this intense background check and they don’t 
need to be continuously in limbo. In the meantime, since their 
applications have not been approved for three years in a row

Gene Homel

Gene Homel has been teaching and writing at Canadian 
universities and colleges since 1973. He holds a PhD from the 
University of Toronto in history and politics. He has taught a course 
on the Jewish Holocaust in European history for the last decade. 
He has presented to the European Network for Cinema and Media 
Studies, and lives in Vancouver, Canada.

Women in the Holocaust

My presentation will analyse the role and response of Jewish women to 
the Jewish Holocaust (1941-45) by focusing on resistance to Nazi 
oppression. Women deployed a variety of resources in enforced 
ghettoes, in hiding, and in slave-labour and killing camps. These 
resources, which ranged from mutual aid to sexuality and from camp 
work to armed resistance, allow us to explore the gendered dimensions 
of Holocaust victims’ behaviours.
 

Professor at British 
Columbia Institute of 
Technology - Liberal 
Studies 
ghomel@shaw.ca

Beverly Hill Global Gendercide

Darja Badnjevic
Short-films 
screening 

and
Film Presentation
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TBA Meet the director 

Visit to Srebrenica 
memorial gallery.

The Gallery 
11/07/95, a 

memorial art 
gallery dedicated 
to preserving the 

memory of the 
Srebrenica 
genocide.

Guided Tour


