
The 2nd International Women's Summit 2019

1

                                        Meet the Presenters 
Name Photo Bio

Yolonda Bluehorse

Yolanda Bluehorse is a co-founder of Sisters of Turtle Island, and Standing Rock Water Protector. 
Bluehorse organized and spoke out against the "head of the Snake" Energy Transfers Corporate 
Headquarters located in Dallas Texas, the oil pipeline company responsible for the environmental injustices 
at Standing Rock in South Dakota. She is part of the "Not my Mascot" campaign and the Red Dress 
campaign on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women on the Southern Border in Texas. She was awared 
Justice Seeker of the year in 2017, for her Environmental Justice work on behalf of indigenous peoples at 
Standing Rock, the American Indian Movement of Central Texas, Native American Human Rights & 
Environmental Issues. Standing Rock has brought much-needed attention to indigenous history, indigenous 
historians, and issues facing native communities.

Valley Reed

Valley Reed is from Dallas, Texas, and a seasoned community activist and event organizer over the past 17 
years, on issues focusing on Women’s Human Rights, Environmental Justice, Social Justice and Peace. 
She is a Non-profit Consultant for progressive organizations aligned with her values, and currently works 
with the Kolo: Women’s Cross Cultural Collaboration, where she has helped organize several International 
Women’s Summits, including one in Dallas, Tx. in 2015, she brought together women leaders from Bosnia, 
Kenya, Uganda, and Afghanistan to speak at the First Kolo International Women’s Summit at the SMU 
Embrey Human Rights Program. In 2015, she was honored as Peacemaker of the year, for her efforts on 
behalf of women, award by the Dallas Peace and Justice Center. She is the owner of Chrysalis Healing 
Arts, through which she offers dream groups, workshops, women’s groups and Women’s Weekend 
Retreats. As a member of the International Association for the Study of Dreams, she often presents 
lectures, workshops and panel presentations at many of their International Dream Conferences. More of 
Valley's work can be found here: www.chrysalishealingarts.org

Dr. Danica 
Anderson 

Dr. Danica Borkovich Anderson founded and directed The Kolo: Women’s Cross Cultural Collaboration (The 
Kolo: WCCC) focusing on intersecting women’s collaboration, representation, and advocacy for social 
justice to halt violence against women internationally and nationally. The Kolo: WCCC promotes and 
provides women’s trauma counseling, treatment, and gives the opportunity to “train the trainer,” preparing 
lay persons to facilitate the ongoing work. The Kolo: WCCC presents a feminist perspective coupled with 
cross cultural practices that enable women in war torn regions, such as Africa (Sub-Sahara), Afghanistan, 
Bosnia, Indi,a and Sri Lanka to become self-sustainable in their communities.

Susana Koric
Susana is President of Kolo Sumejia Novi Travnik, BiH and has worked closely with Dr. Danica Anderson 
and the Kolo:Women's Cross Cultural Collaboration on trauma healing practices.   She is a certified Kolo 
Informed Trauma Practioneer and has organized many conferences with the Kolo:WCCC in BiH and Serbia. 

Elina Viitasaari Elina is a UN Representative / Gender Focal Point at Center for Global Nonkilling (CGNK)
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Michelle Graham

One step forward, twenty steps back: This presentation explores the challenges Saudi women face in the 
labor force, as well as celebrates their achievements, conveyed through the experiences and observations 
of an American woman who has lived and worked under Sharia Law in Saudi Arabia.

The breakout session will include the following:
(1) Discuss and get audience feedback on the resources that are most crucial to women's success in the 
workplace,
(2) Show Saudi Arabia's historical report card in how it has scored in each of these areas, and
(3) Distribute bios/profiles of successful Saudi female professionals to small groups and encourage 
workshop participants to discuss what factors have contributed to these women's success.

The workshop will culminate with a collaborative approach to creating a road map for how Saudi Arabia 
could progressively move forward, considering all the societal obstacles it must overcome.

Dr. Christina Beard 
Moosely

Dr. Moosely has served as Cherry Hill Seminary faculty in the department since 2013. She holds her Ph.D. 
in Feminist Anthropology from the University of Iowa. She currently serves as Associate Professor of 
Anthropology at the largest community college in the State University of New York [SUNY] system, Suffolk 
County Community College [SCCC]. Her dissertation fieldwork was in the Southeastern United States with 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians during the late 1990s. Recent studies address the question of 
tourism as pilgrimage and the cultural phenomenon of Goddess-centered spirituality. Among her research 
expertise and interests are Cultural Anthropology; Cultural and Eco-Tourism; Women's Spirituality 
Movement; Anthropology of Religion; Thealogy; Qualitative Ethnographic Field Methods; Anthropological 
Theory: History of Feminist Anthropology and History of American Anthropology; Identity & Performative 
expressions of identity; American Indians - from peopling of the Americas to contemporary issues, with a 
specialty in tribes of the Southeastern U.S. 

Leslene della-Madre

Leslene della-Madre is a mother, grandmother, shamanic voyager, “shemama” (shamanic spiritual midwife), 
independent researcher and author, TV host and holder of sacred female shamanic wisdom. She has 
taught the feminist shamanic healing arts for 30 years and has traveled the shamanic path for over 40 
years. As an initiated daughter of the Nepalese Goddess, Ajima, and an initiate in the tradition of 
Grandmother Mahad’yuni, she carries cross-cultural wisdom of the Sacred Female. She has trained in 
home birth and midwifery and has applied that knowledge to the practice of “natural death” and home death 
rituals serving as a death midwife. She has taught international workshops on midwifing death and her 
groundbreaking book, "Midwifing Death: Returning to the Arms of the Ancient Mother" has inspired many 
people to reinvision death and dying from a more Sacred Female approach.

Dr. Patricia Torres

Dr. Torres Villanueva is an Anthropologist, Psychoanalyst, and Researcher on the therapeutic use of 
Dance. (Jalisco Prize). She is the director of the Huei Tlahtolli Institute of Interdisciplinary Anthropological 
Research AC . She emphasizes on the ritual of dance in Mexican indigenous culture and its healing 
importance through movements, rhythms and vibrations. The secrets of this ancient art are presented by a 
specialist and preserver of indigenous Mexican dance. 

Allison O'Reilley Allison is a journalist, documentary maker, author and activist for children's rights. She is also a lone 
natural, adoptive and foster mother and  she resides in Dublin, Ireland.
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Danna Miller Pyke Danna is an artist, social worker, teacher and life long activist in the areas of noviolence and racial justice

Mary Lou Jelinek

Mary Lou is President and Co-Founder of Mindful Leadership Strategies. Mary Lou is a psychotherapist in 
Private Practice in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. She has been in practice for 15 years specializing 
in the healing of women and children’s trauma as well as applying mindfulness techniques in the healing 
and management of anxiety, depression and trauma symptoms. Through her work as president and co-
founder of Mindful Leadership Strategies, the company offers training and consulting to organizations 
looking to bring mindfulness into the workplace.  Mary Lou worked with Danica Anderson in 2002 at the 
Annual Female Human Rights Conference, Peaceful Dimensions Against Gender Violence. Mary Lou has 
worked as an adjunct professor at the University of New Hampshire and Granite State College, where she 
taught the course Race, Class, Gender and Families. 

Rita Shahrokhshahi

Rita recently graduated with an MA in psychology with a depth emphasis in Jungian and archetypal
studies from Sonoma State University. Her thesis explores transgenerational wounds passed down through 
her motherline. The thesis employs a Jungian conceptual framework using depth inquiry techniques of 
dreams, active imagination, and journal writing. She has found that depth techniques help strengthen 
cultural, personal, and collective bonds. In addition to her academics, Rita has many years of experience in 
women’s spirituality and ritual format. She has been a practicing massage and bodywork therapist for over 
20 years and resides in Oakland, CA.

Elena Skoko

Elena Skoko is mother activist, blues singer, social artist and independent researcher. She is author of 
several publications on obstetric violence and mothers' experiences of childbirth (including her own, 
described in her Memoirs of a Singing Birth). She is a member of international research networks on 
maternity health care, gift economy and matriarchy, founder of Singing Birth Workshops (www.singingbirth.
com) and front woman in Bluebird & Skoko blues band.

Rev Varja Ma

Rev. Vajra Ma is the leading exponent of women’s womb awakening in Feminist Spirituality, based on her 
work with women’s subtle bodyknowing since the mid 1980s. She is author of From a Hidden Stream: The 
Natural Spiritual Authority of Woman and contributor to several anthologies including Foremothers of the 
Women's Spirituality Movement: Elders and Visionaries. Vajra Ma is an ordained Priestess since 1992, with 
ministerial credentials through The Temple of Diana, Inc. She is co-founder and president of Shakti Moon 
Foundation, dedicated to women as the holders of community and culture. She is an accomplished 
professional actress in stage, film and TV.
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Dr. Stan Steiner

Dr. Steiner has taught and worked in a refugee community for the past 25 years. Throughout his career he 
has focused his research on applying multicultural literature across the curriculum in schools, libraries and 
the community to raise social consciousness about refugees and other issues related to human conditions. 
He has published 5 books and over 80 articles throughout his career and presented his work on an 
international level. He can be contacted at stansteiner@boisestate.edu. 

Joy Steiner, MA

Joy works at the Children's Learning Center in Jackson, WY, USA. Joy teaches young English language 
learners, children of immigrant families, in a preschool classroom. She uses books, storytelling, music and 
compassion to prepare her students for success in life. Joy is an accomplished storyteller, author, musician 
and educator who has shared her passion for stories across the United States and internationally. She can 
be contacted via joytales@earthlink.net.

Una Čapelj

Una Čapelj was born in Sarajevo on December the 5th 1998. She has lived her entire life in Sarajevo, 
where she finished an economics degree in high school and is currently getting her undergraduate degree 
in Business and Management. Una has spent most of her life in a single parent household, with her older 
brother. She has always been an excellent student and has taken part in many academic competitions 
throughout the years. Currently, she is dedicating her time to volunteering and acting as a voice for those 
who cannot do it for themselves.

Dr. Refik Sadiković

Dr. Refik Sadiković is a professor in the College of Education and Ethics and Diversity at Boise State 
University where he has been a faculty member since 2013. His research interest is in the area of 
multicultural education, forced migration, Social Justice, Human Rights, Ethics and Diversity. Dr. Sadiković 
has contributed extensively to the campus community by sharing his unique perspective to help advance 
diversity and inclusion, and helped the campus learn more about diverse communities. He currently serves 
on Boise State’s Cultural and Ethnic Diversity Board, Refugee Collaboration Team and the Steering 
Committee for Neighbors United, City of Boise among others. He completed his doctoral degree in 
Education, Curriculum and Instruction at Boise State University. Besides teaching, Refik’s work relates to 
technology, computer-hardware, software and web design, which closely relates to his earlier engineering 
job at Micron Technology.

Vedrana Frašto

Vedrana is a feminist activist that dedicated her professional life towards the protection of the women’s 
human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 2009. Vedrana joined CURE Foundation as a PR working in 
the field of protection and promotion of women’s rights and empowering young women feminists. She is 
active in all lobbying and advocacy processes for the improvement of legal framework in the context of 
women's rights. Vedrana also works to improve capacities of youth on protecting their rights, as well as in 
empowering young women to act as agents of positive social change.
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Marina Jelatović

Marina  holds a Masters' degree in Southeastern European studies and has a multidisciplinary background 
in social sciences. She has experience in project management and advocacy.  Her love for the Balkans and 
her personal story led her to found OR (Organization for Reconciliation). It advocates for the deconstruction 
of cultural patterns which are perpetuating society traumas including rejection of others, violence, and 
hatred.  She is convinced that true reconciliation can only emerge through empowered individuals, at peace 
with themselves.  For this reason, she focuses her projects on healing from trauma and offering possibilities 
for personal growth. She is particularly invested in the topic of psychological abuse as a victim herself.

Megan McCullough

Megan is a graduate student at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey, CA pursuing 
am M.A. in International Policy and Development with a specialization in Conflict Resolution and Russian 
Language. Her current area of research explores post-Soviet trauma and the search for national identity in 
Russian cinema of the 1990s.

Amina Muratović 
Dženis Delanović 
Emana Ćoragić 
Hana Sadiković 
Sara Šefić

Amina Muratović 14, Dženis Delanović 13, Emana Ćoragić 14, and Sara Šefić 14 are students of primary 
school called 1. Mart in Vrnograč, BiH and Hana Sadiković is a junior at "Gimnazija" high school in Velika 
Kladuša, BiH. This panel consists of students from Unsko-Sanski canton who will provide explicit narratives 
about disadvantaged students attempting to pursue their education while living in poverty. By presenting 
their topic "Poverty: We did not choose it." the presenters aim to inform the audience about struggles 
students in rural areas of BiH face, while providing crucial steps needed to be taken to understand the 
needs and provide support to disadvantaged students from rural areas. These young presenters are 
accompanied by their principal, Ćamil Čuturić, their Math and Physics teacher, Izet Sadiković, and their 
English teacher, Irija Stanisavljević.

Dr. Sanja Garic  

Sanja holds a PhD in Film and Theater Semiotics and teaches Film, Media, Rhetoric, and Academic Writing 
at the British Columbia Institute of Technology in Vancouver, Canada. The topics of her publications and 
presentations are film and theatre semiotics and war and post-war films from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Sanja has written several feature-length screenplays and has written and directed the puppet-play for 
children “Silver Branch” produced by Flexible Theatre in Vancouver, in 2005. She translated two books into 
English, Footprints: Poetry and Threads of Poetical Impression (2008 Trafford Publishing, Ed. George 
Payerle) and the novel Chernovs’ Toil and Peace (2010 Publish America. Baltimore, Ed. George Payerle). 
She is a regular contributor to The Pacific Rim Review of Books and is a member of the NECS – European 
Network for Cinema and Media Studies.

Giada Giuntoli
After having graduated in Literature at the University of Trieste, Giada continued her academic path, 
pursuing a master’s degree in Italian studies at the University of Udine. During the university years, Giada 
developed her interest in gender studies and decided to dedicate her master’s degree final dissertation to 
this topic. She is willing to deepen her knowledge in this field by starting a PhD programme soon.

Mary Lou Jelinek

Mary Lou is a psychotherapist in Private Practice in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. She has been in 
practice for 15 years specializing in the healing of women and children’s trauma as well as applying 
mindfulness techniques in the healing and management of anxiety, depression and trauma symptoms.  She 
is also the president and co-founder of Mindful Leadership Strategies, a company that offers training and 
consulting to organizations looking to bring mindfulness into the workplace.  Mary Lou worked with Danica 
in 2002 at the Annual Female Human Rights Conference, Peaceful Dimensions Against Gender Violence. 
Mary Lou has worked as an adjunct professor at the University of New Hampshire and Granite State 
College, where she taught the course Race, Class, Gender and Families. 
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Ghada Muktad Ghada is an activitist with the Syrian Civil Coalition Building Peace Committee. She resides in Dallas, TX, 
USA. 

Dr. Gene Homel

Gene has been teaching and writing at Canadian universities and colleges since 1973. He holds a PhD 
from the University of Toronto in history and politics. He has taught a course on the Jewish Holocaust in 
European history for the last decade. He has presented to the European Network for Cinema and Media 
Studies, and lives in Vancouver, Canada.

Beverly Hill
Beverly Hill is Founder and President of the Gendercide Awareness Project. Beverly will present basic 
information about gendercide, explaining its causes, consequences, and solutions. She will discuss how the 
Gendercide Awareness Project tackles the problem by educating poor, at-risk girls in developing countries.

Darja Badnjevic

Djenita Svinjar, Esq.

Djenita is an attorney in the United States. She graduated with her BA in Philosophy and Pre-law from St. 
Bonaventure University and her Juris Doctor from the John Marshall Law School in Chicago, Illinois. Djenita 
is in-house counsel for Fidelity National Financial, a Fortune 300 company. She is on the board of the 
Bosnian American Genocide Institute and Education Center (BAGI) and a community leader for Women for 
Women International. 



The 2nd International Women's Summit 2019

7

                                        Meet the Presenters 
Name Photo Bio

David Pettigrew, 
PhD

David is a Professor of Philosophy at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven, CT, where he 
also teaches Holocaust and Genocide Studies. He lectures and writes about the genocide in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. His essay, “The Suppression of Cultural Memory and Identity in Bosnia and Herzegovina,” 
appeared in 2018 in Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Genocide and Memory, and he has presented invited 
lectures on the topic in recent years in Prague, Sarajevo, and Stockholm. His documentary film, “The 
Geography of Genocide in Bosnia: Redeeming the Earth,” created with his son Jonah, was an official 
selection for the Srebrenica International Film Festival in 2011. In August 2010, he accompanied Bosnia’s 
Missing Persons Institute to witness and document the exhumation of victims of the genocide from the Drina 
River in Višegrad. In 2012, he served as a credentialed international observer for the local elections in 
Srebrenica. He was a consultant for the completion of the first comprehensive educational exhibition about 
the Srebrenica Genocide: “Srebrenica Genocide: The Failure of the International Community,” at the 
Srebrenica-Potočari Memorial Center in 2017. He has written op-ed essays about human rights violations in 
Republika Srpska for Al Jazeera Balkans, and has authored open letters of concern on these topics to 
officials at the United Nations and at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.  He has 
been interviewed about the discriminatory prohibition of memorials for the victims of the genocide, about 
genocide denial, and about the glorification of war criminals, by Bosnia-based and other international media. 
Pettigrew is a member of the Board of the Bosnian-American Genocide Institute and Education Center in 
Chicago, of the International Expert Team of the Institute for Research of Genocide Canada, of the Steering 
Committee of the Yale University Genocide Studies Program, and of KRUG 99, an association of 
independent intellectuals founded during the siege of Sarajevo. Professor Pettigrew is a Vice President of 
the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences. In June 2018, he was appointed as a member of the 
Connecticut Department of Education Holocaust and Genocide Education Advisory Committee. In this 
capacity, he supports Connecticut Public School Teachers as they respond to the new State mandate 
(Public Act 18-24) requiring the inclusion of Holocaust and Genocide Education and Awareness in the 
Social Studies Curriculum. He has also co-edited or co-translated twelve books bearing on French 
philosophy and psychoanalysis.  His co-translation of Dominique Janicaud’s Heidegger in France, Indiana 
University Press, 2015, was a finalist for the 2015 French-American Foundation Translation Prize. He is co-
editor of the book series Contemporary French Thought, published by SUNY Press.

Hikmet Karčić, PhD

Hikmet is a researcher at the Institute for Islamic Tradition of Bosniaks. He has a PhD in Political Science 
and Sociology from the International University of Sarajevo. He obtained his BA and LLM from the Law 
Faculty University of Sarajevo. Previously, he worked at the Missing Persons Institute of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the Center for Advanced Studies and was the project coordinator for "Mapping of Detention 
Camps in Bosnia and Herzegovina 1992-1995” at the Association TPOS. He is the author of “An Appeal for 
Truth” (Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 2013) and editor of “Remembering the Bosnian Genocide: Justice, 
Memory and Denial” (Institute for Islamic Tradition of Bosniaks, 2016). He is the author of several research 
articles related to war crimes and memorialization, and has produced two documentaries related to the 
former.

Dr. Ena Kazić

Ena is an Assistant Professor at Faculty of Law of International University of Sarajevo, in the area of 
Criminal Law. She graduated at the Faculty of Law at University of Sarajevo. She gained her MA 
professional degree by defending her Master's Thesis titled, "A Comparative President of the Legal Position 
of Juvenile Offenders in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia." She obtained outstanding success of her 
studies during the First and Second Cycle at the Faculty of Law, University of Sarajevo, as the best student 
in her cohort. She completed her Ph.D. in the Faculty of Law at University of Sarajevo in 2018, by defending 
her doctoral dissertation on the topic of "Sexual Violence in Modern Criminal Law." She continued her 
professional training in various types of seminars and international scientific conferences. She has received 
several prestigious summer scholarships to study abroad. She is the author of several scientific papers and 
speaks four foreign languages. Her research currently addresses topics of sexual violence prevention and 
restorative justice.
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Dr. Emir Suljagić

Emir is an Assistant Professor of International Relations at the International University of Sarajevo. Over the 
past decade, he was Head of the Cabinet of the Mayor of Sarajevo, Minister of Education and Science of 
the Sarajevo Canton, and Deputy Minister of Defense for Policy and Planning in the Council of Ministers of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He worked as a journalist in the award-winning weekly Dani, and as 
correspondent for the Institute for War and Peace Reporting from the International Criminal Court for the 
former Yugoslavia between 2002 and 2004. He is author of the Postcards from the Grave, a book on the 
siege and fall of Srebrenica, and has published for The New York Times, Boston Globe, El Pais, Die Zeit, 
and  Al Jazeera. He obtained his Master’s degree at the Center of interdisciplinary post-graduate studies of 
the University of Bologna and the University in Sarajevo, and a PhD at the Institute for Peace Research and 
Security Policy (Institut fur Friedensfrschung und Sicherheitspolitik) at the University of Hamburg.

Tatjana Milovanović           

Tatjana  is a youth activist and human rights defender with over 10 years of experience in the fields of 
intercultural dialogue, reconciliation and peacebuilding, with the aim to educate youth, advocate for the 
underrepresented, inspire social activism, and foster tolerance and mutual understanding. She holds an MA 
Degree in Democracy and Human Rights from the University of Sarajevo and University of Bologna, and a 
Law degree from the University of East Sarajevo.At the age of 15, Tatjana developed a passion toward 
peacebuilding and post-conflict studies which led her to her current position as the Manager of Field 
Operations of the Post-Conflict Research Center (PCRC). In coordination with PCRC, Tatjana is also the 
Associate Editor of Balkan Diskurs, an online platform for young activists and journalists in the Western 
Balkans and Coordinator of the annual War Art Reporting and Memory (WARM) Foundation’s Festival in 
Sarajevo. In addition to working within civil society organizations, Tatjana has also been the member of the 
first Youth Advisory Group of the OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) which gave her the opportunity to actively participate in the design of both OSCE 
and UNFPA’s work in Bosnia and Herzegovina, thus improving the position of young people within these 
two international organizations. 

Leslie Woodward

Leslie holds a BSc in Biology from Baylor University and an MA in International Studies from the University 
of Denver’s Josef Korbel of School of International Studies. In addition to her position as Co-founder and 
Vice President of the Post-Conflict Research Center, she is also the Co-founder and Associate Editor of 
Balkan Diskurs. Leslie has obtained advanced certification in designing peacebuilding programs from the 
Peace Action Training and Research Institute of Romania (PATRIR) and has extensive experience in the 
fields of program development and management, evaluation methodologies, and strategic peacebuilding 
approaches. She has worked in Kenya, Bangladesh, and the Balkans on various peacebuilding and 
development projects and led the development and design of PCRC’s award winning Ordinary Heroes 
Peacebuilding Program, which was personally recognized by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon after 
receiving 1st place for the 2014-2015 Intercultural Innovation Award given by the UN Alliance of 
Civilizations and the BMW Group.

Philip C. Aka

Philip C. Aka is Dean and Professor of Law in the Faculty of Law at the International University of Sarajevo. 
A member of the Illinois Bar in active standing since 2003, Aka earned an S.J.D. degree (Ph.D.-related 
degree in law) from Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law - Indianapolis; a Ph.D. degree in 
political science from Howard University; a J.D. degree in law from Temple University Beasley School of 
Law in Philadelphia; an LL.M. degree (summa cum laude) from the IU Robert H. McKinney School of Law - 
Indianapolis; an M.A. degree in political science from the University of North Texas; and a B.A. degree 
(magna cum laude) in political science from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Aka teaches a broad 
range of courses at IUS that includes Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, Legal Ethics, and Information 
Technology Law, among others. Dr. Aka is a highly-regarded legal scholar who publishes on issues related 
to minority populations, including human rights. His recent publications include Human Rights in Nigeria's 
External Affairs: Building the Record of a Moral Superpower (Lexington Press, 2017), which work won the 
Cecil B. Currey Prize for Best Book on the Developing World for 2017 by the Association of Global Studies, 
based in Americus, GA, USA.
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Elmina Kulašić

Elmina Kulasic is an Independent Researcher and Senior Advisor at the Victims and Witnesses of Genocide 
Association. In her previous experience, Elmina has worked with the Genocide Film Library in Sarajevo, 
BiH, where she has conducted over 130 oral history interviews with genocide survivors, and as the 
Executive Director of the Advisory Council for Bosnia and Herzegovina in Washington DC. Prior to 
relocating to Washington, D.C., Elmina interned at then-Senator Barack Obama’s Illinois office, and the 
Illinois offices of Senator Richard Durbin and Congresswoman Janice Schakowsky. Elmina holds two 
Master’s Degrees, an M.A. in Public Policy from the Central European University, and a second M.A. in 
Human Rights and Democracy from the University of Bologna and the University of Sarajevo. She holds an 
B.A. in Political Science from Loyola University Chicago; and is Peace Ambassador at the Center for 
Peacebuilding, BiH.

Amina Aličić

Amina Aličić is student of Law at International University of Sarajevo, completing the fourth year of the first 
cycle of studies. Amina graduated from high school Behram Beys Madrasah in Tuzla. She is fluent in 
English language and has completed four degrees of Arabic language course. Amina regularly participates 
in projects and workshops, including with students from Long Island University, in debates organised by 
Mesa10 organization, in workshops on prevention of violence against children, and on journalism organized 
by BiH Roots. She and her colleagues recently represented BiH at the European Parliament in Brussels, 
and presented a policy brief on the accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Veyirka Salčin

Vezirka Salčin graduated from the high school of Traffic and Communications.  She then found her future 
calling as a student of the Faculty of Law at International University of Sarajevo. She is now completing her 
fourth year and also studies English, Russian, Turkish, Serbian and Croatian. Vezirka has gained 
experience by working as a student administrator at Quality Assurance office for almost two years. She has 
attended many conferences and presented her own lecture titled, “Is reconciliation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina possible?”.  Vezirka has participated in a project with students from Long Island University as 
well as in debates organized by Mesa10 organization. She and her colleagues recently represented BiH at 
the European Parliament in Brussels, and presented a policy brief on the accession of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to the European Union and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

Ida Sefer

Ida Sefer originally from Bosanski Novi, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ida Sefer, holds a B.A. in Physics and an 
M.A in Social Work and Gender Studies with a specialization in Non-Profit Management from Loyola 
University Chicago. She is the President of the Board for the Bosnian-American Genocide Institute and 
Education Center in Chicago and is a founding member of the BiHDiasporic Conference (BiHDC). She 
additionally served on the Board of Directors for the Advisory Council for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Ida has 
over a decade of community organizing experience and is invested in creating educational spaces and 
engaging young people in their respective communities. Ida currently works and resides in Chicago, Illinois.

Medisa Fočić 

Medisa Fočić is student of Law at International University of Sarajevo (IUS), completing the fourth year of 
the first cycle of studies. Medisa graduated from high school Behram Beys Madrasah in Tuzla. This year, at 
the Maltepe University International Students' Congress in Istanbul, she presented her paper on the topic 
'Criminal liability of the artificial intelligence entities'. Her case-note of the case Prosecutor's Office of B&H v. 
Savko Savić, has been published this year in the first Law Journal of the Faculty of Law of IUS. In March 
this year, she presented BiH in the project 'Strengthening Democratic Values Among Youth', and with her 
colleagues represented BiH at the European Parliament in Brussels, where they presented a policy brief on 
the accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the European Union and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO). Last year she represented Faculty of Law at the Nuremberg moot court competition of 2018 in 
Germany. In 2017 she was working on the project 'Creative and Active' concerning prevention of juvenile 
delinquency in Canton Sarajevo. Medisa contributed to the implementation of activities of the project 
'Systematic Action of Gender Equality' (SAGE) at the IUS. She participated in a number of conferences, 
including "Press freedom under attack," by Al Jazeera Balkans. Finally, Medisa has served as an intern in 
one of the Municipal Attorney Offices in Tuzla Canton, as a member of the International Peace Youth 
Group, and as Secretary General at Student parliament of the International University of Sarajevo. 


